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request to remain alive until the Day of Judgement.
This booklet will also elaborate upon Aqeedah points that 

are learnt from the disgraceful story of Shaytan’s failure and from 
the grievous stories of those who fell into his traps from the 
nations past.

The last part of this booklet focuses on the means 
prescribed in the Qur’aan and the Sunnah to dispel Shaytan and 
protect ourselves and our homes from him. 

A number of original Arabic works were referred to in the 
compilation of this booklet, most importantly; Shaytan: 
Khutuwatihi wa-Gayatihi by Wail Umar Ali Basheer, Adawatush-
Shaytan lil-Insan, Alam al-Jinn, Tafseer al-Kabeer by Abdul-Aziz 
ibn Abdullah al-Rajhi, Aqeedah at-Tawheed by Shaikh Salih al-
Fawzan, Tafseer Ibn Katheer and others.

I hope this booklet will serve as a handy weapon in 
combating Shaytan and all success lies with Allah.
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Literally, Shaytan means, 
‘rebellious’, and it describes 
anyone who is disrespectful and 
seeks to divert people away from the 
obedience of Allah, whether he be from the Jinn or humans. 
Qatadah commented on Allah’s statement, “Shayateen (pl. of 
Shaytan) among mankind and Jinn...” “There are Shayateen among 
the Jinn and Shayateen among mankind, who inspire each other.” 

In general, this term refers to Iblees, who is from the Jinn 
and created from fire. Jinn are a creation of Allah, and are subject to 
His Commands and Prohibitions and like humans they will be held 
accountable for their deeds on the Day of Judgment.

In the beginning, Iblees used to worship Allah alongside  
Angels. In His Glorious Book, Allah, the Exalted, has informed us - 
the children of Adam, about the enmity between Shaytan and 
mankind that has continued since the day Adam  was created. 

After having breathed soul into Adam, Allah commanded 
the Angels to prostrate before Adam as a sign of honor. Although 
Iblees was not an angel, he was included in the command to 
prostrate because he was striving to imitate the Angels in their 
behavior and deeds. However, Iblees thought too highly of himself 
and was arrogant. Ibn Abbas  said, “Before he undertook the path 
of sin, Iblees was with the Angels and was called Azazil. He was 
among the residents of the earth and was one of the most active 
worshipers and knowledgeable persons amidst the Angels. This fact 
caused him to be arrogant...”  

[See, Tafseer Ibn Katheer for the verse, (6): 112] 

[See, Tafseer Ibn Katheer for (2): 34]
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So Iblees refused to prostrate before Adam and said, “I am 
better than him [Adam], You created me from fire, and him You 
created from clay.” [Soorah al-A'raf (7): 12] This rebelliousness 
caused him to be expelled from the heavens and to be cursed by 
Allah. Thereupon, Iblees avowed to lead mankind astray and, ever 
since, he seeks to take each one of us into Hellfire with him. He is 
thus, mankind's greatest enemy.

Imam Ibnill-Qayyim brings together some of the great wisdom 
behind the creation of Shaytan in his book, Shifaa al-Ghaleel, p.322, 
he writes, “In the creation of Iblees and his cohorts, there is wisdom, 
the details of which cannot be encompassed by anyone except 
Allah.” A few of many reasons he mentioned are briefly stated below; 

by 
struggling against Shaytan and thus reaching lofty ranks of piety 
that could not have been achieved without Shaytan’s existence.

 (i.e., fearing the 
consequences of belittling the Commandments and Prohibitions of 
Allah) after having witnessed Shaytan’s fall from being amidst the 
Angels to being Shaytan - the rejected 

a) The slaves of Allah perfect their servitude to Allah 

b) The slaves of Allah increase in their Taqwa

- 06 -



c) A lesson. 

d) Shaytan is a trial and test for Allah's slaves

e) Manifestation of Allah's complete Ability and Authority to 
create opposites 

f) The goodness of a thing can only be demonstrated by means of 
its opposite. 

g) Allah's Forbearance and Patience.

The fathers of both humankind and jinn were tested. 
One father - Iblees was too proud and refused to follow Allah’s 
Commands. He was made to face humiliation and disgrace and 
expelled from Paradise and doomed to be amongst the people of Hell. 
He thus, became a lesson for those who show arrogance and persist 
in their sins. Conversely, the other father, Adam  became an 
example for those who repent and return back to Allah after having 
committed sins.

such as; heavens and earth, light and darkness, 
Paradise and Hell, water and fire, heat and cold, good and evil, 
Jibreel and Angels as opposed to Iblees and the Shayateen.

It if were not for the ugly, we would not appreciate the 
virtue of beauty; if it were not for poverty, we would not value wealth. 

Allah loves to manifest His 
Forbearance, Patience and Deliberation (lack of haste), immense 
Mercy and Generosity. This necessitates that He should create those 
who will anger Him. Allah’s Messenger  informed us, “If you did not 
err, Allah would cause you to vanish and would bring people who 
would err and then seek His forgiveness, so that He could forgive 
them.” [Saheeh Muslim]

Yet, despite their transgressions, Allah bestows upon them 
all kinds of blessings; He sends provision, gives good health and 
allows them to enjoy all kinds of luxuries. He answers their prayers 
and removes harm from them. He treats them with kindness and 
care, unlike the manner in which they treat him. According to a 
hasan report, Allah says, “O son of Adam, you have not been fair to 
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Me. My goodness comes down to you, and your evil deeds ascend to 
Me. I try to win your love by sending you blessings when I have no 
need of you and how you try to earn My hatred by disobeying Me, 
while you are in great need of Me, and the noble angels are 
continuously bringing your evil actions to Me.” 

And when the slave returns back to Allah and seeks his 
forgiveness Allah accepts their repentance and thus the slaves 
witness His Attribute of Mercy and Forgiveness. 

Although evil and sins that occur due to the existence of 
Shaytan and his cohorts Anger Allah; the acts of obedience that 
result are dearer to Allah and more pleasing to Him; such as the 
believer’s going against his  desires that are insinuated by Shaytan, 
and the believer’s patience upon the hardships that Shaytan creates 
in the path of those who seek to earn Allah’s love and pleasure. 

Similarly, although sins and disobedience that are caused 
by Iblees anger Allah, “Allah is more pleased with the repentance of a 
servant as he turns to Him in repentance than the one amongst you, 
who is upon the camel in a waterless desert and there is upon (that 
camel) his provision of food and drink, then it is lost by him. Having 
lost all hope (to get it back), he lies down in the shade and is 
disappointed about his camel and then he finds that camel standing 
before him. He takes hold of its nose-
string and then out of boundless joy 
says, “O Lord, You are my servant 
and I am Your Lord.” He commits 
this mistake out of extreme delight.” 
[Saheeh Muslim (6618)]

h) Things beloved to Allah occur due to the existence of 
Shaytan. 
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Kibr (pride/arrogance) and Kufr (disbelief) are ‘ ,’ i.e., the 
former necessarily leads to the latter. Such was the case of Shaytan, 
“And (remember) when We said to the Angels, ‘Prostrate yourselves 
before Adam.’ And they prostrated except Iblees, he refused and was 

 and was one of the  (Kuffar).” [Soorah al-Baqarah 
(2): 34] 

The Prophet  described Kibr saying, “Kibr is dissatisfaction 
with the truth, and belittling the people.” [Saheeh Muslim] 

Iblees openly expressed his Kibr (pride) when he did not 
contend himself with obeying the Command of Allah. He showed 
dissatisfaction with His Wisdom and belittled Adam . Allah 
questioned Iblees, “What prevented you that you did not prostrate, 
when I commanded you?” Iblees said, “I am better than him (Adam), 
You created me from fire, and him You created from clay.” [(7): 12] So, 
Allah dismissed Iblees, He said, “(O Iblees) get down from this 
(Paradise),” and He, the Most High, cited the reason for dispelling him 
from Paradise, He said, “It is not for you to be here.” 

Imam Ibnul-Qayyim said while explaining the categories of 
Kufr, “The major Kufr is of five kinds*, Kufr of denial, Kufr of 

Mutalaziman

proud disbelievers

arrogant 

r
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* Learn more about the components of Eeman and categories of Kufr in our booklet, 
“Eeman and its Components, and the misguidance of the Khawarij and the Murjiyah 
on the issue.”
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arrogance and pride, Kufr of aversion, Kufr of doubt, and Kufr of 
hypocrisy… 

The Kufr of arrogance and pride was the Kufr of Shaytan 
because he did not deny the Command of Allah, or reject it but he 
met it with pride and arrogance. 

From this (type of Kufr) was the Kufr of those who knew and 
believed that Allah’s Messenger  had come with the truth from Allah 
but did not acknowledge it out of pride and arrogance. …It was the 
Kufr of the Jews**, “then when there came to them that which they 
had recognized, they disbelieved in it.” [Madaarijus-Salikeen, 1/364-
367] 

So, the reason behind the expulsion of Iblees from Paradise 
was pride. A proud person considers himself self-sufficient and in no 
need of Allah, the Exalted. Each additional thing that one becomes 
proud of, builds his ego which is detestable to Allah, Who says in a 
Qudsi Hadeeth, “Pride is My Cloak, and Glory is My wrap, so he who 
competes Me in either of these, I will cast him into the Fire.” [Musnad 
Ahmad and Abu Dawood]

Every action has a time and a place in which it occurs and we 
neither posses the time nor the place. None possesses the power to 
maintain his life even for a moment! So how can any man or any 
creation take pride in anything? Verily, Allah Alone is, “the 
Irresistible, the Proud…” [Soorah Hashr (59): 23]

So, pride, which is in fact self-praise, is forbidden for the 
servants of Allah. The Messenger of Allah  said, “Indeed, Allah 
revealed to me, humble yourselves until none is proud over another 
and none is oppressive over another.” [Saheeh Muslim] 

r
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**‘The Jews used to invoke Allah to send Prophet Muhammad  so that they would 
gain victory over the Arab disbelievers. But when Allah sent Muhammad  and they 
saw that he was not one of them, they rejected him and envied the Arabs, even though 
they knew that he was the Messenger of Allah. Hence, Allah said, ‘Then when there 
came to them that which they had recognized, they disbelieved in it. So let the curse of 
Allah be on the disbelievers.’ [Tafseer Ibn Katheer for (2): 89]

r
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“When you read a verse of 
prostration then prostrate, 
Shaytan departs crying and says, 
‘Woe be to him. He was ordered with 
prostration and he prostrated - so for 
him is Paradise. I was ordered with 
prostration and I refused - so for me 
is the Fire.’” [Saheeh Muslim]

Although Iblees was expelled from Paradise due to his arrogant 
behavior, Allah postponed his death until the Day of Judgement 
when, “(Iblees) said, ‘Allow me respite till the Day they are raised up 
(i.e. the Day of Resurrection).’ (Allah) said, ‘You are of those allowed 
respite.’” [Soorah al-A’raf (7): 14-15] 

Imam Ibn Katheer writes, “Allah gave Shaytan what he 
asked for out of His wisdom, being His decision and decree that is 
never prevented or resisted.” [Tafseer Ibn Katheer] So, what is the 
wisdom behind Shaytan, who is banished from Allah’s Mercy, being 
granted his request? Discussing the wisdom why Iblees will remain 
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alive until the end of the world, Imam Ibnul-Qayyim cited the 
following reasons (mentioned in brief);

A) Allah’s Wisdom decreed that the father of mankind should be 
tested, and that his children after him should be tested as well. 
Those who fight against Shaytan will achieve salvation and those 
who go along with him will share his fate. So Shaytan should 
remain alive in order to fulfill the aim for which he was created.

B) Allah is All-Just and He compensates every good deed. In case of 
the believer, He rewards him in this world and the Hereafter, 
while the disbelievers are allotted their rewards in this world 
without any recompense waiting for them in the Hereafter. 

So, Iblees was given respite as a reward for some of the good 
deeds that he had performed in the past.

C) The sin of Iblees was extremely serious; he questioned Allah’s 
Wisdom and persisted in disobeying Him. Moreover, he is the 
leader and origin of evil and disbelief. He should thus be 
punished accordingly for all the evils that follow his foremost 
transgression. So, Iblees was given respite in order to increase in 
sin. Respite until the Day of Resurrection is not an honor for him. 
In his case, death would have been better; it would reduce his evil 
and punishment. 

Abu Dawood At-Tayalisi recorded in his Musnad that Anas 
 said that the Messenger of Allah  said, “Allah does not wrong 

the faithful even concerning one good action, for he will be 
rewarded for it by provision in this life and awarded for it in the 
Hereafter. As for the disbeliever, he will be given provision in this 
life for his good action, and on the Day of Resurrection, he will not 
have any good deed.” [Quoted from Tafseer Ibn Katheer]

t r
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Iblees deserved to be led astray because of what his hands earned 
for him. He took pride in himself and was not considerate of the fact 
that Allah is the One, Who created him and taught him everything 
he knew. So, Allah left him alone with his pride and he was 
misguided as a result. 

The initiation was thus, from Shaytan (i.e., pride, rebellion 
and disobedience), and so he deserved to be left alone and as a 
result, he was misguided and fell in Kufr. Allah tells us in the 
Qur’aan that, “Allah guides not the people who are al-Fasiqoon (the 
rebellious and disobedient).” [Soorah al-Maidah (5): 108]

Allah is not unjust to anyone, injustice comes from the soul, 
when the creation does injustice to himself and takes the path of 
Kufr, Allah leaves him to the way he chooses - even if he chooses 
Kufr because Allah is in no need of His creation if they turn away.

- 13 -

D) Allah knew that there would be among Adam’s offspring those 
who will not be fit to dwell in Paradise. He left those people to be 
misguided by Iblees, so he may lie in wait for them and every time 
one of them passes by, he does what he likes with them. 
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Allah has given Shaytan the ability to flow in the 
body of man in a way which we do not understand. 
Allah’s Messenger  said, “Shaytan flows through 
the sons of Adam like blood.” [Mishkaat al-
Masaabih] 

Shaytan may reach a man’s heart and 
mind, and whisper or tempt him to listen to or look 
at haraam things or commit immoral actions. This 
is called waswaas. 

Shaytan, however, does not directly 
approach humans and ask them to abandon their 
religion. No sane person would willingly disobey 
Allah while choosing to follow Shaytan instead and 
share his dreadful fate! Shaytan has his own ways of 
distracting mankind from the religion of Allah and 
deceiving them into 
committing evil deeds. 
What follows is a brief 
look into the tricks 
a n d  p l o t s  o f  
Shaytan.

r

- 16-



Pride returned to Iblees after Allah Willed for him to stay alive until 
the Day of Resurrection. He sensed that this was an ideal way to 
take revenge on Adam.

He hates mankind, who are the children of Adam . He is 
hostile towards them because he is cursed and has been banished 
from the Mercy of Allah due to his refusal to prostrate to their father, 
Adam. So, “he (Iblees) said to Allah, ‘I will take an appointed portion 
of your slaves; Verily, I will mislead them…” [Soorah an-Nisa (4): 
118-9] 

Iblees knows that his destination is the Fire and he is eager 
to mislead and corrupt mankind, so as to increase the number of his 
followers to share in his fate. He hopes to take everyone with him to 
Hell, out of envy, hatred, Kufr and stubbornness. “Surely, Shaytan 
is an enemy to you, so take (treat) him as an enemy. He only invites 
his Hizb (followers) that they may become the dwellers of the blazing 
Fire.” [Soorah al-Fatir (35): 6]

u
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After being cursed, expelled from Paradise and being given respite 
until the appointed day, Iblees avowed, “Surely I will sit in wait 
against them (human beings) on Your Straight Path. Then I will 
come to them from before them and behind them, from their right 
and from their left, and You will not find most of them as thankful 
ones (i.e. they will not be dutiful to You).” [Soorah al-A’raf (7): 16-17] 

Ibn Abbas  explained, “When Shaytan said this, it was a 
guess and an assumption on his part. Yet, the truth turned out to be 
the same because Allah says in Soorah Saba, “And indeed Iblees did 
prove true his thought about them, and they followed him, all except 
a group of true believers. And he had no authority over them, except 
that We might test him who believes in the Hereafter, from him who 
is in doubt about it. And your Lord is Watchful over everything…” 
[Soorah Saba (34): 20-21]

So, although Shaytan has no power over the believers, he is 
able to gain control over those who accept his ideas and follow him 
willingly. Allah said to Iblees when he avowed to mislead the children 
of Adam, “Certainly, you shall have no authority over My slaves, 
except those who follow you of the Ghaawoon (those who go astray; 
criminals, polytheist and evildoers).” [Soorah al-Hijr (15): 39-42] and 
it is mentioned in Soorah an-Nahl (16): 99-100, “Verily! He (Shaytan) 

t
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has no power over those who believe and put their trust only in their 
Lord (Allah). His power is only over those who obey and follow him 
(Shaytan), and those who join partners with Him (Allah).” 

Shaytan can thus, do no more than call people to 
misguidance and make it look attractive to them. He has no power 
over them to force them into doing what he wants. People who 
respond to his call do so because it suits their whims and desires. So 
blame is attached only to those who respond to him. 

On the Day of Judgement, the Qareen (jinn companion who 
encourages evil deeds) will testify against man and disown the 
actions of man saying he was misguided in himself, receptive to 
falsehood and resistant to the truth as Allah says, “his Qareen will 
say, ‘Our Lord! I did not push him to transgression, (in disbelief, 
oppression, and evil deeds), but he was himself in error far astray.’ 
Allah will say, ‘Dispute not in front of Me, I had already in advance 
sent you the threat. The Sentence that comes from Me cannot be 
changed, and I am not unjust to the slaves.” [Soorah al-Qaaf (50): 
27-29]

Shaytan is given power over the 
believers because of their sins for 
example Allah's Messenger  said 
about a Qadhi (judge), “Allah is with 
the Qadhi so long as he is not unfair. 
If he judges unfairly, then He 
forsakes him and lets the Shaytan be 
with him.” [(hasan) al-Hakim and 
Bayhaqee]

r
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If a person is strong in his faith and observes the limits of Allah, he 
can defeat Shaytan. Allah’s Messenger  said, “The believer can 
seize the forelock of his Shaytan as one of you seizes the forelock of 
his camel whilst traveling.” [Musnad Ahmad] 

Imam Ibn Katheer explained, “What is meant by seizing his 
forelock is defeating him and overwhelming him, as one does with a 
camel when it runs away, then you seize it and overpower it.” [al-
Bidayah wan-Nihayah (1/73)] 

Moreover, Shaytan is afraid of and flees from the strong 
believers. For example, the Prophet  said about Umar Ibn Khattab 

, “the Shaytan is certainly afraid of you, O Umar.” He also said, “I 
can see the Shayateen among the jinn and mankind running away 
from Umar.” Allah’s Messenger  also said to Umar once, “By the 
One in Whose Hand is my soul, no Shaytan sees you walking along a 
path but he takes a different path.”

r
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To achieve his goal of dragging mankind with him into Hell, Shaytan 
first lures mankind into committing Shirk and Kufr through 
invoking the dead, practicing magic, etc., because Shirk (associating 
partners with Allah) is the greatest sin. Anyone who dies upon Shirk 
will not be forgiven, nor will he ever be taken out of Hell-fire. 

So, if Shaytan overwhelms the son of Adam by  causing him 
to commit Shirk, then he is satisfied and pleased. “Like when 
Shaytan says to man, ‘Disbelieve in Allah.’ But when (man) 
disbelieves in Allah, Shaytan says, ‘I am free of you, I fear Allah...” 
[Soorah al-Hashr (59): 16]

If he cannot manage to deceive people into committing Shirk 
and Kufr, he does not give up. He causes people to follow bidah 
(innovations in the religion) like innovative celebrations such as 
Mawlid, celebrating the night of Isra wal-Miraj, celebrating 15th 
Shabaan, etc. and other actions that have no basis in the religion.

Sufyan ath-Thawri said, “Bidah is dearer to Shaytan than 
sin, for, one may repent from sin, but not from bidah.” 

One who sins, knows that he is disobeying Allah and some 
time, he may turn to Allah and seek forgiveness and be pardoned. 
But he, who practices Bidah, deems his action to be a form of 
worship to Allah and thus, never even thinks of repentance! “Say (O 
Muhammad), ‘Shall We tell you the greatest losers in respect to 
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(their) deeds? Those whose efforts have been wasted in this life while 
they thought that they were acquiring good by their deeds!’” [Soorah 
al-Kahf (18): 104] meaning, they performed deeds that were not in 
accordance with the prescribed way and thus not acceptable. 
 If Shaytan fails at causing people to follow innovations, he 
will move on to calling them to major sins like abandoning prayers - 
particularly, if the person is a respected personality, because huge 
number of people will follow his example. 

If the believer keeps steadfast, Shaytan is still not 
discouraged, he calls them to minor sins. It is recorded in Sunan 
Tirmidhee (2/230 (no. 1753), “Shaytan has despaired of ever being 
worshiped in this land of yours, but he will be obeyed in matters that 
you think of as insignificant, and he will be content with that.”

“The Shaytan will be content with that,” because even minor 
sins can have devastating effect on one’s Hereafter. Allah’s 
Messenger  warned us concerning minor sins by giving an example 
of how a great fire can be kindled by means of small wooden sticks 
collected in a place. Similarly, minor sins if allowed to accumulate, 
might destroy the sinner. He  said, “Beware of the insignificant 
sins, like a people who stayed (abode) in a valley, then this one 
brought a stick, that one brought a stick and others brought sticks 
too, until they cooked their bread (meal). Verily, the person who 
commits these (minor) sins will be seized by these sins and be 
destroyed.” [Musnad Ahmad]

If the believer still emerges safe from his traps, Shaytan 
seeks to keep him occupied with permissible matters, like sleeping, 
eating, pursuing worldly affairs, etc. Spending time and effort in 
these will neither earn him reward nor bring punishment. He will, 
however, miss the rewards he would have gained if he had spent his 
time in performing good deeds. 

If the believing slave is still not deceived and manages his 
time well, Shaytan keeps him busy with less virtuous deeds instead 
of what is more preferable and rewarding in order for him to miss the 

r
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reward of the best and most virtuous deed. 
If after employing all kinds of temptations and deceptive  

arguments, Shaytan still does not succeed in diverting the son of 
Adam from his religious commitments, he resorts to corrupt his acts 
of worship and deprive him from the rewards. He stirs up doubts 
and makes the person anxious and uncertain. In Saheeh al-
Bukharee, it is narrated from Abu Hurayrah  that the Messenger of 
Allah  said, “When the call to prayer is pronounced, the Shaytan 
runs away breaking wind loudly, so that he will not hear the adhaan. 
When the call to prayer ends, he comes back, but when the iqaamah 
starts, he runs away. And when the prayer begins, he comes back 
until he whispers into the heart of the person, and says to him, 
‘Remember such and such, remember such and such - things that 
he did not remember before the prayer until he does not know how 
many raka’ahs he has prayed.” [Saheeh al-Bukharee (608)]

Such whisperings of Shaytan are the weakest of his tricks. 
The Sahabah once complained that they experienced  waswaas 
which they disliked and would never want to speak of. The Prophet  
commented, “Praise be to Allah, Who has reduced his tricks to 
whispers.” [Saheeh Abu Dawood]

If the person still remains undefeated, Shaytan’s next step is 
to harm the person, for example, by causing him to be persecuted, or 
by distorting his reputation. By this trick Shaytan intends to 
discourage the person from his religious 
commitment. How many scholars 
have been tortured or killed in prison 
because of their commitment to 
Islam!

t
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A Humiliation for the Shaytan
“When one of you doubts about his prayer 
and does not know whether he prayed 
three or four, let him resolve his doubt 
and act upon what he is more certain of. 
Then prostrate two prostrations of 
forgetfulness before tasleem. If he prayed 
an odd number, then it will complete it 
evenly for him; and if he prayed four, then 
they are a humiliation for the Shaytan”  
[Muslim]

The above discussion shows the 
persistence of Shaytan in 
achieving his goal! If he fails at one 
stage, he does not give up and keeps 
trying, and lies in wait along the path of goodness as he had avowed, 
“…surely I will sit in wait against them on Your Straight Path. Then I 
will come to them from before them and behind them, from their 
right and from their left, and You will not find most of them as 
thankful ones.” [Soorah al-A’raf (7): 16-17] 

Ibn Abbas  commented, “Then I will come to them from 
before them,” (means) raising doubts in them concerning their 
Hereafter, “and (from) behind them”, making them more eager for 
this life, “from their right”, causing them confusion in the religion, 
“and from their left” luring them to commit sins.” This is meant to 
cover all paths of good and evil. Shaytan discourages the people from 
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the path of good and lures them to the path of evil. [See, Tafseer Ibn 
Katheer] Al-Hakam ibn Abban said that Ikrimah narrated from Ibn 
Abbas concerning the above verse (7): 16-17, “He did not say that he 
will come from above them, because the Mercy descends from 
above.” [ibid] Ibn Abbas also explained that the word thankful in the 
verse, “You will not find most of them to be thankful,” refers to 
Tawheed,  “(it) means, those who single Him out (in worship).” 

The Prophet  said, “Shaytan lies waiting for a person in all 
his paths. In the path of Islam, he will tell him, ‘Will you become a 
Muslim and leave the religion of your fathers and grandfathers?’ If 
the person disobeys him, and becomes a Muslim, he will meet him on 
the path of Hijrah. He will tell him, ‘Will you leave your land and your 
sky? It is not wise.’ If the person does not submit and continues on 
his way, Shaytan will wait for him on the road to striving in the path 
of Allah, saying, ‘Will you go to struggle putting yourself and your 
wealth at risk? You will fight and be killed. Your wife will find another 
partner, your money will be divided,’ (and in another version, ‘and 
your children will be orphans’). If the person disobeys Shaytan, and is 
killed, Allah will owe him the right to enter Paradise.’ [Musnad 
Ahmad] 

Even at the verge of death, Shaytan does not leave the 
believer alone without making one last attempt to ruin his life’s 
worship. Allah’s Messenger  used to seek refuge in Allah from 
Shaytan’s enticement at the point of death, he  would say, “...I seek 
refuge with You (O Allah) from being disturbed by Shaytan at the 
verge of death...” [Sunan an-Nasaee]

Shaytan thus never despairs from diverting people away 
from the path of Allah. For this reason, he has appointed one devil for 
each person, the Prophet  said, “Every single person has a 
companion from the jinn, and a companion from the angels.” They 
said, “Even you, O Messenger of Allah ?” He replied, “Even me. But 
Allah has supported me, and my jinn companion has become a 
Muslim. He only encourages me to do good.” [Saheeh Muslim]

r

r
r

r

r

- 25 -



In order to ease the path of Shirk for the people, Shaytan tempts 
mankind little by little; beginning with a few steps and eventually 
leading them to the final downfall. Allah warned us in the Qur’aan, 
“follow not the  of Shaytan. Verily! He is to you a plain 
enemy.” [Soorah al-Baqarah (2): 208] 

While speaking about the idols that were worshiped by the 
Arab Pagans in the days of Jahiliyah, Ibn Abbas  explained that 
these idols were first worshiped by the  people of Nuh, before whom 
there was no Shirk in the world. Ibn Abbas further elaborated how 
Shaytan persuaded the people of Nuh into worshiping these idols in 
stages, he  said, “Indeed these five names of righteous men (that 
have been given to those five idols) are from the people of Nuh. When 
they died, Shaytan whispered to the people to make statues of them 
and to place these statues in their places of gathering as a reminder 
of the people, so they did this. However, none from amongst them 
worshiped these statues, until when they died and the purpose of the 
statues was forgotten. Then (the next generation) began to worship 
them.” [Agreed upon] Abu Ja’far  said, “Those from the later 
generation saw what the (previous generation) had done and 
considered that... to the extent that they took him (i.e., the righteous 
man) as an ilah (deity) to be worshiped besides Allah.” He then said, 
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“This was the first idol worshiped other than Allah, and they called 
this idol, Wadd.” [Saheeh al-Bukharee (8/534)]

Similarly, in a gradual manner, Shaytan had persuaded 
Adam and Hawa into eating the forbidden fruit. 

Allah commanded, “O Adam! Dwell you and your wife in 
Paradise and eat both of you freely with pleasure and delight of things 
therein as wherever you will, but come not near this tree or you both 
will be of the Dhalimoon (wrong-doers).” [Soorah al-Baqarah (2): 35] 

It is worth pondering that Allah did not say, ‘Do not eat the 
fruit of this tree,’ rather He commanded them to stay away from the 
tree itself saying “but come not near this tree.” If they strolled near the 
tree or sat in its shade there was a greater possibility of them being 
tempted into eating its fruit. So Allah commanded them to keep away 
from the tree absolutely!

This is the Sunnah of Allah in all matters. He closes all doors 
that lead to evil by forbidding the means that can lead His slaves into 
committing greater sin or evil. For instance, it is forbidden to build 
mosques, domes or any structure on graves, it is prohibited to pray in 
the graveyards, or light lamps on graves; all this in order to prevent 
the people from falling into Shirk with regard to the deceased as what 
took place amongst the people of Nooh.

Knowing that Allah prohibited Adam and Hawa from 
approaching the forbidden tree; Shaytan first enticed them to come 
near the tree. He then beautified for them its fruits, their color and 
fragrance, and finally caused Adam and Hawa to eat from it. So, 
Shaytan enticed them into disobeying Allah in a gradual way. 

Shaytan uses the same ploy with the children of Adam and 
this necessitates extra precaution on our part. We not only have to 
refrain from committing sins but it is also necessary to keep away 
from every path that may lead to disobeying Allah, including visiting 
places and gatherings where the limits of Allah are not respected, 
keeping bad company or participating in innovated celebrations etc.
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We know that Shaytan gradually misguides mankind through 
waswaas (whisperings to commit acts of disobedience to Allah) but he 
does not use the same approach for everyone. People differ in their 
nature, personality and ways of thinking; what appeals to one, may 
not appeal to another. So Shaytan may seek to conquer someone by 
exploiting his love for money, while he may subdue another by his 
lust for fame, or might delude another by emotion. Shaytan has 
different ways to enter a man’s soul and misguide it; these doorways 
to a person’s heart are referred to as, ‘weakness.’ 

Ibn Jareer mentioned that Yazid bin Qusayt said, “The 
Prophets used to have Masjids outside their cities, and if a Prophet 
wanted to consult with his Lord about something, he would go out to 
his place of worship and pray as Allah decreed. Then he would ask 
Him about whatever was concerning him. Once while a Prophet was 
in his place of worship, the enemy of Allah - meaning Iblees - came 
and sat between him and the Qiblah (direction of prayer). 

The Prophet said, ‘I seek refuge with Allah from the accursed 
Shaytan.’ The enemy of Allah said, ‘Do you know the one you are 
seeking refuge from here he is!’ The Prophet said, ‘I seek refuge with 
Allah from the accursed Shaytan’ and he repeated that three times. 
Then the enemy of Allah said, ‘Tell me about anything by which you 
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will be saved from me.’ The Prophet said twice, ‘No, you tell me about 
something in which you can overpower the son of Adam.’ Each of 
them insisted that the other answered first. Then the Prophet said, 
‘Allah says, ‘Certainly, you shall have no authority over My servants, 
except those of the astray who follow you.’ The enemy of Allah said, ‘I 
heard this before you were even born.’ The Prophet said, ‘And Allah 
says, ‘And if an evil whisper comes to you from Shaytan then seek 
refuge with Allah. Verily, He is All-Hearing, All-Knowing.’ [Soorah al-
A’raaf (7): 200] By Allah, I never sense that you are near but I seek 
refuge with Allah from you.’ The enemy of Allah said, ‘You have 
spoken the truth. In this way you will be saved from me.’ 

The Prophet said, ‘Tell me in what ways you overpower the 
son of Adam.’ He said, ‘I seize him at times of anger and times of 
desire.’” [See, Tafseer Ibn Katheer ]

Imam Ibnul-Qayyim said in Igaathat al-Lahfaam (1/32), 
“The Shaytan flows through the son of Adam like blood, until it is as if 
he becomes part of him, so he finds out what he likes and prefers; 
once he knows that, he uses it against a person and enters into him 
through this door. He also passes this information on to his brothers 
and allies among mankind, so that when they want to achieve their 
nefarious aims against one another they do so through means of that 
which people love and desire. Whoever tries to enter through this 
door will gain entry, and whoever tries to enter through any other way 
will find that the door is barred to him and he will not get what he 
wants.” 

Imam Ibnul-Qayyim further explained how Shaytan used 
this trick to mislead our father Adam . “The enemy of Allah sensed 
what our parents liked, and felt that they wanted to live forever in that 
abode of joy. He knew that he could not reach them in any other way 
so he swore to them by Allah that he was one of the sincere ones and 
said, ‘Your Lord did not forbid you this tree save you should become 
angels or become of the immortals.’ And he (Shaytan) swore by Allah 
to them both (saying), ‘Verily, I am one of the sincere well-wishers for 
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you both.’ So he misled them with deception. Then when they tasted 
of the tree, that which was hidden from them of their shame (private 
parts) became manifest to them and they began to cover themselves 
with the leaves of Paradise. And their Lord called out to them (saying), 
“Did I not forbid you that tree and tell you, ‘Verily, Shaytan is an open 
enemy unto you.” [Soorah al-A’raf (7): 21]

It is thus not the way of Shaytan to openly call one to 
disobedience. He will encourage negligence in prayers by whispering 
to the person to complete his worldly work before he leaves for 
prayers. After he has completed his work, Shaytan will remind him of 
food, and after that he will remind him of something else until the 
time of prayer has perished.

Similarly, if a person runs a business, Shaytan whispers to 
him that if he goes for prayer, he might miss some customers.  
However, if Shaytan finds man to be zealous in performing Salaat, he 
comes to him through different means in which he is weak. He 
whispers to him concerning his wealth and encourages him to 
unlawfully usurp the wealth of others and forbids him from paying 
Zakaat while telling him that this will bring him poverty. Whereas, 
Allah’s Messenger  said, “By spending in Zakaat, wealth does not 
decrease…” [Saheeh Muslim] 

Furthermore, if he finds the believer to be strong in his Salaat 
and Zakaat, he will beautify women for him, until he causes him to 
commit adultery. Also, if he is strong in all these Shaytan lures him to 
intoxicants and so on: 

Ignorance, Ingratitude, Argumentativeness, Overstepping 
the limits, Carelessness, Pride, Doubt, Suspicion, Despair, 
Hopelessness, Recklessness, Haste, Inappropriate joy, Self-
admiration, Wrong-doings, Oppression, Negligence, 
Miserliness,  Covetousness, Extreme hostility in cases of 
dispute, Panic, Fear, Rebellion, Tyranny, Love of wealth are 
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doorways of Shaytan into a man's heart.
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a) One's own self which is inclined 
to evil. “And indeed We have 
created man, and We know 
what his own self whispers to 
him.” [(50): 16]

b) The Shaytan among the jinn. “Then Shaytan whispered to him, 
saying, ‘O Adam! Shall I lead you to the tree of eternity and to a 
kingdom that will never waste away.’” [Soorah Ta-Ha (20): 120]

c) The Shaytan among mankind. “Say, I seek refuge with the Lord of 
mankind, the King of mankind - the Ilah (God) of mankind, from 
the evil of the whisperer who withdraws. Who whispers in the 
breasts of mankind. Among jinn and among men.” [(114): 1-6]

Recurring urge to commit a 
specific sin is a waswaas that comes 

from one’s own self. Whereas the 
waswaas that come from Shaytan are limitless, because Shaytan is 
not concerned about causing man to commit one particular sin, but 
what matters to him is that man becomes guilty of disobeying his 
Lord and it is all the same to him whether the person commits a 
prohibition or omits an obligation. All of it is sin and disobedience.
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The difference between the waswaas that come from the 
Shaytan and the waswaas that come from the nafs is subtle, as was 
quoted by Shaikhul-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah (rahimahullah) from 
some of the scholars. He said, “Abu Hazim made a comparison 
between the waswasa caused by the nafs and that caused by the 
Shaytan, and said, ‘Whatever your nafs hates for your nafs is from 
the Shaytan, so seek refuge with Allah from it. And whatever your 
nafs likes for your nafs is from your nafs so forbid it to it.’” [Majmoo 
al-Fatawa] i.e., the nafs usually whispers concerning things which 
are connected to its whims and desires, which people usually like.

Imam Ibn Katheer writes concerning 
the verse, “and whether you disclose what is in your own selves or 
conceal it, Allah will call you to account for it.” [(2): 284] 

“(it) means that even if He brings you to account and 
questions you, He will not punish you except for that which a person 
is able to ward off. 

As for that which he cannot ward off, such as the waswaas of 
the nafs, no one is accountable for that, and hating evil waswasa is 
part of faith.” and he quoted the Hadeeth, “Allah has pardoned my 
Ummah for what they say to themselves, as long as they do not utter 
it or act upon it.”

So, one will not be punished for the waswaas, whether it be 
from Shaytan or one’s own nafs, as long as he does not speak of it or 
act upon it. However, we are commanded to resist these waswaas.
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Shaikhul-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah (rahimahullah) said,
“Waswaas is something that happens to everyone who 

turns to Allah in Dhikr. It will inevitably happen to him. So 
he should be steadfast and remain patient, and persist in 
his Dhikr and prayer, and not give up, for, by persisting in it 
he will foil the plot of the Shaytan and, ‘ever feeble indeed is 
the plot of Shaytan.’ [Soorah an-Nisa (4): 76] 

Every time a person wants to turn his heart to Allah, 
whispers of other matters come to him. The Shaytan is like a 
bandit; every time a person wants to travel towards Allah, he 
wants to intercept him. 

Hence, it was said to one of the salaf, ‘The Jews and the 
Christians say, we don’t experience waswaas. He replied, 
‘They are right! What would Shaytan do with a ruined 
house?’ [Majmoo al-Fatawa (22/608)]
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